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Caring for Nature’s Creatures

Bunnies are very special creatures that make wonderful house pets. Although
they are a prey animal, with gentle and constant care they learn to trust their

owners and you will be rewarded in time with bunnydsssnd affecton and be
entertained as they hop and jump (binkies) with the pure joy of livifigey
respond well to human interaction and when they are confined to a bakl,

they are less interactive. Bunnies frighten easily and it is important notr&ise
your voice to them in anger or trust can dissolve quickly and they can become
afraid of you. You need to monitor their eating and health and take action

immediately if theyappear unwell or their behaviour changes

Thanks you to all bunny ownergor caringand particularly to those who have welcometphan bunnies

into their homes and for giving them a second chance to be part of a loving family.
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IS A BUNNY THE RIGHT PET FOR YOU ?

Please consider if a bunny is tfrght pet for your lifestyle or shouldyou
consider a more suitable pet to join your family.

As a responsible adult, are you willing to be the primary carer?

Bunnies are prey animals and hid#ness;can you monitoryour bunny twice a day to ensure
that they are well?

Can you afford vet bill if you bunny becomes ill?
Can you provide exercise for your bunny fo# hours outside their hutch each day?

Outdoors is an unsafe place for bunnies, particularly at nightan you house your
rabbit inside at night?

Can you bring your bunny inside in the day on hot (above 25degrees) and cold days?

Bunnies like to dig and chew, are you willing for your bunny to dig in the lawn or garden or are
you willing to bunny proof the insidef your house if necessary?

Outside enclosures must besheltered form the weather and be fox proof and mosquito proof
with large, safe exercise areas outside their hutch, where they camsctpe.

Are you willing to desex your bunnyPesexing will protectthe girls from cancers and
eliminates antisocial behaviours in the males. Desgxinakes litter training easier

Can you provide human companionship each day for your bunny or a desexed bunny
companion for your bunny?

Can you provide fresh hay, fresh sald greens and fresh water and exercise daily for your
bunny?

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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RESPONSIBLE BUNNY OWNERSHIP

Bunnies are one of nature's precious creatures. Ownership involves a responsibility to care for them for
their lifetime, to shelter them from harm, feed and eafor them and ensure that they have a bunny's life
full of companionship, safety and happiness.

Considerations for Responsible Bunny Owners

e Bunnies are prey animals yet are not a predator to anytlgrigecause of their prey nature; they
should be kept amdoor pets.

e Caring for a bunninvolves caring for itor the term of its life, which may be a 42ar commitment.

e Bunnies are not a child's pet, they have fragile bones, sharp claws and frighten easily and need an
adult to be responsible for their care.

e Bunnies should never be hit, intentionally frightened, kicked or picked up by the ears and they need
exercise outside their hutch each dayhere they can interact with the family

e (hildren under 8 yrs must always be supervised around a bunny, for betkhid's and the bunny's
wellbeing.

e A dog or other animal that can harm the bunny must be kept separated at all times and secured away
from the bunny area.

e Bunny owners that live in an area with wild rabbits that have been exposed to the Myxomatosijs Virus
GKIFG Aa OFNNRARSR o0& Y2aldzAad2Qa NP i KAIK NRAJ
painful death.

e Longhaired breeds, such as angarad cashmereabbits require extra care and daily brushing and
also suffer from the heat. These ratsmust bekept indoorsfor their health and comfort

e Bunny owners should be willing to take a bunny to a specialist bunny vet when it is injured, in pain or
sick, as well as for regular vaccinations, nail trims and checkups.

e Bunny owners should be altle afford to pay for vet visits.

e Bunny owners must provide unlimited fresh hay and water, and fresh salad greens, vegetables and
fruit twice a day. Never feed a bunny scraps or food that you would not eat yourself. If your bunny
does noteat, they can d&é quickly.

e Bunnies should live inside the house or in a secure, large, mosquito proofed woodenirnsitidn
another building or on a sheltered and secure paiwdt is sheltered from the heat and cold.

e Bunnies must have room to run, jump, and exerciseydailtside their hutch.

e Bunnies do not sweat and retain the heat; therefore, they must be brought inside the house on hot
days when the temperature is above 25 degrees or their area heats up.

e Bunnies are sociable animals and are happier with a companionyb

e Bunnies should be desexed, for theirs and your sake.

e Bunnies should not be bred as this is contributing to the problem of the number of young bunnies
euthanized each year75 bunnies a month at some shelters.

e If you can no longer care for a bunnyetbunny must be taken to an animal shelter or bunny
orphanage and not let go in the wild, as it will not survive predators.

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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Caring for Nature’s Creatures

TAKING YOUR NEW BUNNY HOME
T o Get You Started

Bunnies are prey animals and can become frightened when picked up
causing injuoy to themselves or others. They have sharp claws ang
children should be supervised at all times when they are around the
bunny. Bunnies when frightened can albide, as this is their only v
defencel 3+ Ay ald LINBRIFG2NE® ! f gl & & end dz dzy y &
picking them up, and hold them close to your chest. Néiekthem up
by the ears, hit them scream at them or frighten them. Longhaired breed:
require daily brushing and other specialist care. Bunnies grow up, an
depending on the breed, some bungsiean weigh over 6 kilograms when
TdzZf £t € 3INER ghelaviourill dhatayeyas thegy grow and they will
32 GKNRBdAAK I RS a phddizoivaver Sarlyiidededitly will geatlyy iali€y dhishaviout
When you first take your new bunny home tptlhem inside in aquiet, small, safe place such as the
laundry, bathroom or the corner of the lounge with a litter tray filled with fresh hay, a bowl of water and a
little cat housefor them toretreat into if they are afraid You can place a strip oférpensive lino under

the bunny area, witta carpetsquare or a towel in the shelter in case of accidents. Allow them to slowly
explore their new surroundings. If you do not restrict your bunny to a specific area initially, they will think
the whole houses theirs and you will have wee and droppings throughout your hoifieey will mark

their space with dropping originally then this will cease.

Housing

Bunnies are prey to a number of predators and should be housed indDoey.

do not need hutches bua fenced enclosure with eathouse alitter tray with

paper litter and a hay tray If you use a hutch, it must be big enough for your
bunny to stretch out and move around in. It is preferable for the hutch to be
made of wood and have a door for the bynto come in and out to exercise

and play. You can put a carpet square on the floor of the hutch, and in the
enclosed area of the hutch for your bunny to lie on. Never leave your bunny to lie on wire, they are a soft
footed animal (not like a cat or doghd will get calluses on their feet.

Outdoor

Bunnies that live outdoors have an average lifespan of 2 to 3 year '
They are prey for predators like, snakes, foxes (yes there are foxes
the suburbs), dogs and large birds like crows and owls. Domestig
bunnies do not survive in the wild. If your hutch is outside on the porc
or veranda,you must fox proof and mosquito proof the hutch, so that
you do not expose your bunny to the Myxomatosis or the Calici virus. They must be protected from the
wind and wather. We hear of many more bunnies been taken by foxes in the suburbs. Never leave

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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bunnies outside at night or running around unsupervised. They love to burrow and can easily escape in a
short time. Bunnies must never be left in metal hutches outsids, they will cook in the Australian
summer.Summer is a problem for bunnies; they do not sweat and therefore cannot expel heat. They
should be brought indoors when the temperature reaches more that 25 degrees or the area where they
are kept heats up. Bunies also need to be out of their hutches daily for extended periodsxacise,
play,and interact with the family

Indoor

Indoor bunnies can live for up to 12 years. If your bunny lives insideiiii s
they also need a pen or space where they can go todaefd. Bunnies ¢
sleep a lot during the day, so they can be secured in their hutch are
while you are at work. However, they need room to run and play a
other times. If your bunny lives inside, you should bunny proof you
home by covering electrical cagdand watch out for them chewing the
carpet to get to the ground underneath and furniture initially as they
explore. Thisdehaviourmirrors a bunny digging burrows and clearing
tree roots.

Toilet Training

Bunnies are smart and will toilet train quigkl Get a

suitable sized container for your bunny, put some paper

type litter in the base to soak up the urine then puthack

layerof hay on top. Some bunnies also will use eparate

litter tray with paper Pick up any droppings and put them

into the litter tray, so that you bunny gets the idea. Your

bunny will choose where their favourite toilet spot is, so

82dz YIed ySSR I O2dz2) S 2F WOKS
the hutch as well. You bunny may prefpamehay tray and

B unny Health

All bunnies should be vaccinated against the Calici.vifitge first time a bunny is vaccinated, they will
require a booster approximately 4 weeks later. The vaccination is then done annually.inDebkex
bunnies is an important step to having a bunny. The girls carfexeédat approximatelyd monthsold

and the boysas sooras the testicles drop. The time frame can vary depending on the size and weight of
the bunny, sglease check with your louny savvy vet. A list of Australian bunny savvy vets is located on
www.rabbitrun.com.auvor www. rabbitrunaway.org.awr you maycontact us. Undesexed girls have a
high mortality rate from uterine cancer anthnalso display destructive nestirigehaviours while the

males can be aggressive and spray urine to mark their territory. You bunny should also have their teeth
and nails checked regularly. Bunnies are prone to problems with their teeth and gut. tegalar vet

does not seananybunnies, they can contact the Melbourne Rabbit Clinic for updated information on
bunny health. Bunnies do get mites, but NEVER use bird mite spray on your bunny. Mite sprays are for
feathered creatures, while bunnies are fareatures and require different medications. The Rabbit
Clinic uses revolution to treat mites in bunnies. You or your vet can contact the Melbourne Rabbit Clinic

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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on www.melbournerabbitclinic.confor advice about rabbit health. Never try to self diagnose or
medicate your bunny from information on the internet, which is often misleading. If a bunny stops
eating they must be taken to the vet immediately as they can go into gut stasis and die quitoilgut

stops working. Bunnies need to be eating hay continuously to maintain gut and teeth health.
IMPORTANT: Bunnies like routine and feeding them greens morning and night will ensure that you are
aware if your bunny is unwell aff their food. Thé will give you time to get them to a vet. Your bunny

can die within 24 hours if they stop eating or from other causes.

Diet

Water

Bunnies drink lots of water. Use a strong ceraftatbottomed water bowl that your bunny cannot tip
over. Bunnies cannaet enough water from the water feed bottles alone and consume a lot of water
at night especially in summer. Water drink bottles are not needed.

Hay

All bunnies, no matter what age need an UNLIMITED supply of fresh oaten hay or grass hay. This helps
with their teeth and digestion and prevents them from getting gut stasis, a common health condition in
rabbits, which can be fatal if not treated quickiMPORTANTNever give alfalfa/lucerne hay to mature
bunnies, as it has high levels of calcium unéssgsed by your bunny vet.

Bunny Salad

You bunny needs a variety of fresh greens twice a day to ensure t
they are still eating. Never give your bunny salad greens that you wo
not eat yourself. They must be fresh to avoid gut problems. Youitrab!
should eat one tightly packed cup of greens per 2 kilograms of bo
gSAIKG G6AOS || RlI&o bSPHSNI OKI
always introduce new foods gradualiMPORTANTNever give iceberg
lettuce, raw beans, corn, rhubarb, potato peelsdamything with corn,
seeds or processed sugar.

e Qa

Good greens: twice a day

basil, beet tops, bok dy, broccoli (flower and stalkbrussels sprouts, clover, collard greens, dandelion
flowers (be careful of pesticides), endive, escarole, mint, mustardngreparsley, peppermint leaves,
radicchio, radish tops, raspberry leaves, romaine lettuce, cos, rocket, spinach, swiss chard, watercress,
wheat grass basil, dill, coriander, chicory , parsley, snow pea sprouts.

Salad treats: once a day in small amousi{® slices or small squares only due to high sugar content)

Vegetables green peppers, snow peas, turnip, carrots

Fruit: apple, banana, blueberries, grapes (limited quantities), mango, papaya, peach, peatr,
pineapple, raisins, raspberries, strawhes:

IMPORTANTGIve in limited quantities because of high levels of calcildutch carrot tops, dandelion
greens, kale

Wood to Chew (not really necessary but the bunnies enjoy chewing)

Good sources of wood that has not been exposed to chemicalslmelpple Jemon, pearwillow, spruce,
ash, birchmaple, juniperhazel and hawthornIMPORTANTSIngle seeded fruit tree branches such as
plum, cherry, apricot and peach are toxic to bunnies.

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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Companion Bunnies

Bunnies are sociable animals, and argmiar with
company. It is better to introduce bunnies after they
are desexed as their smell and temperament ca
change. Rabbit Ruiway Orphanage together with a
number of animal shelters has dexed and
vaccinated orphans frorfour to 12 months old, sth
as the bunnies in the photo, as well as older bunnie
looking for good homes. You can take your desexg
bunny on a bunny date to find a compatildesexed
bunny friend as not all bunnies like each other. W¢
can only rehome bunnies with bunnies that aralso
de-sexed and vaccinated.

BUNNY LOVE

What to do if you can No Longer Care for Your Bunny

Please contact Rabbit Rétway Orphanage owww.rabbitrunaway.org.adior adviseor take your bunny

to one of the many anim shelter to be rehomed such as the Keysborough Animal Shelter at
www.aaps.org.ay RSPCA, Animal Aid or Lort Smittever release a bunny into the wild, as they will not
survive, due to incomplete digpredatorsand mosquito carryingiruses.

Warning

The high number of rabbits surrendered, or found, and handed into shelters means that many happy,
healthy bunnies areuthanisedjust because there is no room at the shelter to keep them. Some shelters
NB 3 dzf f NFée GKSdNJ NI 6oAGAaAT &2 GKSNB Aa y2 3Jdza NI yids:
euthanasia rate of rabbits is very high.

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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Information to Get You Started

A bunny can live on a diet of unlimited fresh hay and water;
however, as pet owners we like to provide variety for our pets, by
including fresh greens and a small amount of fruit and vegetabl
Pellets are not necessary for a healthy rabbit and should only &
used if the bunny is very young, underweight or #lometimes a
small amount of pellets can be given as a treat if your bunny has
healthy diet and weight.! o6dzyyé Qa RASUG GAf
and if they need pellets, an adult will require different pellets to
those given to baby rabbits. It is important discuss this with a

bunny savvy vet. If your bunny stops eatingtake them to a

bunny savvy vet immediately as they can go into gut stasis, whe
the gut stops working, which can be fatal if not treated quickly.

H ealthy Teeth

Unlimited hay is essentiébr healthy teeth. Your bunny will also enjoy natural
untreated wood to chew such as apple branches Good sources of wood to chew
that has not been exposed to chemicals may include apple, willow, spruce, ash,
birch, maple, juniper, pear, hazel and hawthorIMPORTANTsingle seeded
fruits and fruit trees such as plum, cherry, apricot and peach are toxic to
bunnies as well as a variety of other plants and trees.

Some ImportantPoints to Remember

e Always introduce new foods slowly and never change youybtdQa RAS{G | 0 NHzLJG f &
digestion and gut problems.

¢ Always use fresh fruit and vegetables that you would eat yourself.

e Provide plenty of fresh water.

e t NPOARS ONIYOKSA F2NJ @2dzNJ odzyyeée G2 OKSgchésasNI Sy i

well as the leaves. However, some tree branches are toxic to bunnies.

e Bad diet such as a diet of pellets of seaikesis responsible for serious teeth problems, and teeth
must be checked by a bunny savvy vet regularly.

e Only provide pellets to youbunny on the advice of your bunny savvy vet, and avoid commercial
rabbit seed mixes (even the ones endorsed by celebrities or well known organisations) as most
S2yitAy O2NYy +FyR 2GKSNJ AYINBRASY(GA RSONRYSYdl ¢

e Foodthatis detrimenta (2 @2dz2NJ odzyyeQa KSFfGK FyR OFy OF dz

young bunnies is explained by Medglabbit as...

Whole seeds and grains, nuts, corn, peas, lentils, beans, potatoes, bamboo shoots, all dairy products, sugary andduashyl pese
types of food have been known to contribute to lethal doses of enterotoxaemia especially in young rabbits. Seeds coraimland

O2y il Ay Y2NB adl NOK (KIy GKS NIo0oAGQA 3Idzi Ol yestikelwfhddt Boblems2tfeA f S & 2 Y

majority will reach the cecum. Here it serves as nutrition for the malignant bacteria that produces toxins and can nrakbiyeery sick.
In contrast to fibre, which prevents fermentation, starch leads to fermentatiocgsses in the cecum. This may cause an overgrowth of bad
bacteria and Gl stasis, which can be lethal if left untregiedirabbit.com/Diet, viewed March 2007, p2Q)

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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S uggestions to Get You Started

As bunnies are prey animals and hide iliness, feeging bunnies twice a day ensures that you can see if
they are eating and well. If the bunny does not eat then there is time to take them to a bunny savvy vet
before their gut stops working altogether and they go into gtatsis, whicltan be fatal.

T he Importance of Hay

Your bunny needs an UNLIMITED supply of hay to maintain good digestion
teeth. The primary type of hay should be OATEN HAY. If you have tro
finding oaten hay, then GRASS HAY is the next best alternative.
IMPORTANT: The one tgpof hay to avoid is alfalfa/Lucerne hay Alfalfa is
acceptable occasionally for young rabbits but because of the high level
calcium should not be fed in large amounts to a mature rabbit as it can ca
calcium blocks.

T he Bunny Salad

Your bunny shdd eat one tightly packed cup of a variety of salad greens
per 2 kilograms of body weight, twice a day with a small amount of
vegetables and fruit as a treat once a day. We give the salad treats in the
evening, which encourages our bunnies into their esates/hutches.
IMPORTANT: Never give iceberg lettuce, cabbagpjliflower leaves,

raw beans, rhubarb, potato peelgorn, seeds or processed sugar, or human sweets or snacks.

Good Salad GreengTwice a day, washed to remove pesticideset tops,
bok choy, cilantro, clover, collard greens, dandelion flowers, endive
escarole, mint, mustard greens, parsley, peppermint leaves, radicc
radish tops, raspberry leaves, romaine, cos and rocket lettuce, spina
swiss chard, watercress, wheat grass, baflll, coriander, chicory, parsley
and snow pea sprouts.

Salad TreatsOnce a day

Give in small quantities because of high levels of calcilatch carrot tops, dandelion greens, kale.

Good Salad Vegetablegireen peppes, snow peas, turnip, carrotbrussel sprouts, broccoli (mostly
flowers, cut up the stems into strips and give them in small amounts), very small amount of cauliflower
flowers as to much can cause bloat in bunnies.

Good Salad FruitsApple (without core and seed), banana, pear, blewies, grapes (limited
gquantities), mango, papaya, peach, pear, pineapple, raisins, sultanas, raspberries,
strawberries.

Water

Bunnies need an unlimited supply of fresh water each dasovide fresh water in a
sturdy ceramic bowl, as most bunnies dat iget enough water through water bottles
especially during the hot weather.

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
Orphanage for use on its website and other uses. Page9



abbit Rq,'

O T{ Caring for Nature's Creatures
anage
FP an 106

BUNNIES AS INDOOR PETS

10 ReasonsWhy B unniesshouldbe Ho usedIndoors

1.

10.

Bunnies are prey animalsThey are gentle intelligent creature and not predator to any other
creatures. Hwever, they are prey to cats, dogs, foxes, snakes and birds.
Bunnies have sensitive temperamengd are easily frightened and stressed by unfamiliar noise or

animals and people in their surroundings. They can die from fright and are reliant on ttes ta

keep them safe and stress free. They see in shapes and will only see a shape approach them. Itis
important to talk to your bunny so that they recognise your voice as you approach them. The more
the bunny is around you the more they will recogmiand become used to your voice. A bunny left
outside alone in a small hutch will become fearful of you and their surroundifigsy mistrust
humans if scared and their only defence is to bite to protect themselves. A child poking fingers into
the bunry enclosure will also alarm the bunny.

Bunnies with human interaction are affectionate pets

Bunnies learn to trust and will bond with humans the morg
interaction you have with them. They like routine and wil
let you know when it is dinnertime.
Bunnies have sensitive health need#&s a prey animal,

bunnies hideillness, it is important to know their habits,
and what is normal for the bunny. This is evident i
disinterest in food, no droppings and sitting quietly huncheg
and not interested in playingr exploring. Any of these
symptoms can result in your bunny dying within a day if ng
taken to a vet. A house bunny interacts with you daily an®
you are able to monitor their eating habits and behaviour.
Bunnies must be protected from mosquitoesand ae prone to contracting the calici and
myxomatosis virus carried by mosquitoes and other insects. The government has released a new
strain of myxomatosis to control wild rabbit populations and there is no vaccine available for pet
rabbits. Bunnies can baccinated against the calici virus.

Bunnies can die in the heat and coldBunnies do not have sweat glands and do not perspire.
Temperaturesabove 25 degrees can be fatal, as well as exposure to wind andBammies should

not be left in direct sunin naturethey would retreat into cool burrows in the heat of the day.

Bunnies can be litter trainedand are clean animals, they use their litter trays more and more once

they are desexedDesexing protects the girls from uterine cancers, and calms thgragsive and
anti social behaviours in both sextgst resultfrom puberty.

They are social animals The more that you interact with your bunny the more they will learn to
trust you and become inquisitive and affectionate and interactive.

They do not need a hutch All they need is a fenced area in the family room, for when you want to
contain the bunnies, with @athouse a bunny tunnel, a litter and hay tray and a sturdy bowl of
water. When you are home the bunnies can have a run around and intertacth&ifamily.

They are affective, inquisitive and interactive family pets in response to human kindnéss.
bunny is a barometer of how much quality time you spend with your Hetour pet is isolated they
will become depressed, withdrawn and afraflyou. They can attack and bite if you enter their
space.

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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HOW TO TELL WHEN YOUR Orllinge  Comarr s e

BUNNY NEEDS A VET

Bunnies are prey animals and are very good at hiding illness; therefore bunny owners must watch their
bunnies closely to identify if the bunny is urilveThis is why bunnies should be inside, so that they are
part of the family and you become familiar with their normal temperament and behaviours. Your bunny
can also go into shock from heat, noise or fright. If your bunny is unwell, you must takedlebunny

savvy vet immediately.

CAUTION: not all vets see enough bunnies to be experienced with bunny health diagnosis and
medications, as they are different to cats and dogs. Bunnies need to be treated by a bunny savvy vet who
can identify the differat conditions in bunnies. Bunnies must continuously eat for gut mobility. The
anatomy of a bunny is mostly gut and if the gut stops working then your bunny could die qutakdlya

vet well in advance of when you need them. Check if theynsaeyrabhbits in their practiceor if they are

willing to liaise with the bunny savvy vets.

W hat to Look For

The most common symptoms that your bunny is unwell include:

¢ Not eating or a disinterest in their favourite foods
¢ No droppings,dose droppingsmucous dropings

e Sitting hunched for extended periods

¢ Walking dandruff (mites)

e Head or ear shaking

e Any swelling or lumps

e Sudden weight loss

Some bunnies may also display other serious symptoms stch as

¢ Bloated stomach

e Head tilt

¢ Unable to stand orethargic or weliness in legs or splay leg

e Other conditions such as sneezing, nasal discharge should also be investigated (NOTE: this does not
mean that the bunny has snuffles, some bunnies can sneeze from hay, dust and othergalsses
see a bunny savvy vet)

e There maybe other symptoms not mentioned here

If your bunny shows any of thesymptoms,you need to seek vet help immediately from a bunny savvy

vet or go to Animal Emergency at Hallam. With any of these symptoms your bunny may be in pain, have
teeth problemsthat make it painful to chew, have bloat, heatstroke, worms or other parasites or suffer
from a number of other conditions that can potentially kill them within a few days if not treated. These
conditions can cause the bunny to stop eating then theiraaut stop working and they can die. If treated
early the bunny can recover from most conditions or partly recover to still live a quality bunny life.

©June2009 Rabbit RunThis information remains the property of Rabbit Run and is licenced to RabiwRyn
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Treatments

An annual visit to the vet is a necessity to have ti@alicivaccination, the teeth checke&nd claws
trimmed to ensure your bunny is well. If a bunny stops eating this can be caused by a range of conditions
the vet will try to stabilise the bunny first with pain relief, fluids and critical care (a nutrient rich feed
mixture), and possibly teg with gut mobility drugs or other medications depending on the diagnosis.
Further tests may also be done if the bunny does not respond. Bunnies are fragile and will not recover by
themselves from these conditions.

What You Can Do

For bunny owners itsi frightening when the bunny gets sick, and this often happens at night and on
weekends when the bunny savvy vets are closed and a trip to the Animal Emergency centre is inevitable to
save the bunny from dying. As emergency centres cost a bit more, ggestuthat you set up a pet
account to deposit money for unexpected vet visits so that this money is on hand for emergencies.

e Feed your bunny greens morning and night and monitor if they are eating enthusiastically

e Give them a tablespoon of pellets asr@at after the greens, or a grape, a sultana or piece of banana
etc to identify what their favourite foods are. If they do not eat the greens this allows you to see if
they will take a favourite snack before calling the vets.

¢ Always introduce new foodgradually in very small amounts to prevent upset tummies

e Have a regular chealip with a bunny savvy vet. Theheckup should include vaccinations, teeth
check and a claw trim.

e When your bunny is outside, dwt have the bunny enclosure in direct sun dgrithe day. Always
bring your bunny inside into aair-conditioned room if the temperature heats upr their area
becomes warm.

e Always house your bunny inside at night to protect them from predators and mosquitoes and
supervise them if they are outsidetine day.

e Only feed pellets as a treat (for example no more than a tablespoon morning and oigbt)
veterinary advise. Unlimitedgtlets cause the bunnies to put on weight and therefore they cannot
clean themselves properly or get out of the way ofitheine. This can lead to painful conditions such
as urine scald and fly strikend other conditions

e Make sure that your bunny has unlimited supply of fresh oaten or grass hay and fresh water. This
keeps the teeth ground down and the gut moving normall

Some Bunny Sawvwvy Vets ardisted on our websites www.rabbitrun.com.au and
www.rabbitrunaway.org.au Please contacludi and Bryce on 9751 122%t any time for spport or

referrals IMPORTANTTf you can no longer look afteyour bunny please bring theio your local animal
shelter.

Vets in Victoria that see a lot of bunnies in their practices

Melbourne Rabbit Clini@d45 Burwood Highway Ferntree Gully Ph: 975808r Narelle Walter
Warranwood Veterinary Clinid Colman Rd Warranwood Ph: 9879 0900, Dr Brer@irmel
AE(QHallam 24 hours) 8/151-159 Princess Hwy Hallam Ph: 8795 7020, Dr Gerry Skinner
Essendon Veterinary ClinB9 Buckley St Essendon Ph: 937591 @% Sien&appandDr Kylie Woods
Springvale Animal Hospit&l70 Springvale Rd Springv&ke: 9546 5022Dr Ruth Barretand Dr Shef_ene
Lebek
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COMPANION BUNNIES

There is a B un forevery Bun

Most bunnies, like humans, need a companion. Howeverhlikeans, bunnies like to choose their own
companion as not all bunnies like each oth&abbit Run conducts bunny dates through its Rabbit Run
dezvous Bunny Dating Service, to ensure that your bunny finds Mr or Mrs Right Bating.hasnothing

to do with breeding All bunnies must be desexed and their hormones settled before trying to date them.

What Y ou S houldK now i

e Your bunny will be a lot happier, content and less stressed\
with another bunny to share their life.

e Having a second bunny is no more wdhat a single
bunny, in fact a single bunny is a lot more dependent on
humans for companionship and entertainment thaben
they have a friend. &

e Depending on the size of the bunnies and your current |
housing, you do not need to increase your hutch
size(unles it is the wire cage types) as two bunnies can =™ : :
share the same housing, food bowls, litter trays and pet carriers, as long as they have exercise areas
and room to move around.

e If you need to increase the size of tkaclosure this is easily done by atthing a pet fence to the
enclosure allowing you to leave the door of the enclosure open for the bunnies to come into the
fenced area.

e There is Mr or Mrs Right bun for every bun.

¢ Bunnies must be desexed before trying to bond your bunny with another bunny.

Rabbit Run-dezvous

Rabbit Rundezvoussa freebunny dating service, where you can bring your bunny for a bunny date.

e You can choose the bunny that you would prefer to bond with your bunny, but your bunny will make
the ultimate decision if they age with your choice.

¢ A boy and girl make the most permanent bonds, as they accept who will be the boss and this is usually
established for life.

e The size and breed of the bunny does not matter when it comes to matters of the heart.

e Both bunnies must beatexed.

All the bunnies have been taking lessons in using their litter tra
and in good manners and grooming and we have maaydsome
and eligible bacheloboys and pretty girls just waiting for their Mr
or Mrs Right and their caring humans to welconher into their
new home. Some of our successful couples include our own Ma
and Tai where it was love at first sight for these two who just ado
each other. Tai would much rather groom Mali than his toy Duc
that he had before he met Mali. For newriny owners we can also
bond a couple of our bunnies to be rehomed together.
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BUNNY HOUSING OPTIONS

Indoor Housing

People do not think twice about keeping a cat or dog indoors but will leave their rabbit, which is a
prey animal, outsideA bunny is lessquipped to cope with outdoor living than either a cat or dog
and living outside will mean that the bunny can become wild natured and possibly die from
predators, stress or weather conditions. They are intelligent and interactive creatures and once
desexa, bunnies will litter train easily antbve being inside as part of the family. They are
sensitive creatures and require a safe environment and constant monitoring to survive, which is
not always possible if housed outdoorgvhen a bunny becomes part gbur family you will see

their true nature develop. The more you interact with the bunny, the more they will relax into
being part of the family.

There are two options discussed here for housing your bunny indoors
a. Indoor Hutches
b. Indoor Fenced Bclosure

Indoor Hutches

Remember hutches should be usad a safe havefor your bunny not as a prison. The bunny should
want to spend time in their hutches where they feel safe and secure. Most hutches on the market are too
small forbunnies. If someone in the family has some basic carpentry skills, yquuozerasea two level

hutch oneBayand then adapt ifor indoorsuseby:
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